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Going Nowhere – An Elaboration on the Role of the Father: 

The Preoedipal Father as a Crucial Component in 
Personality Integration 

This presentation aims to convey the importance of the process of attachment, but most 
of all to underline the process of separation from the preoedipal father. Clinical 
cases emphasizing transference enactments and resolutions will support the analyst's 
theoretical stance. Patients with these developmental issues feel that they are missing an 
“it" -- are stuck, going nowhere. It is the therapist, who knows what “it” is, the one who 
will give the missing piece to them. Through the therapeutic process, patients are able to 
arrive at a more realistic assessment of themselves and others, a consolidation of ego 

Hanna Turken – Past board member of the Queens Chapter.  Continuing Education Committee and 
Senior Member, NPAP. Research Associate the Psycho-history Forum, Published author and 
presenter of clinical papers on topics of culture, sexuality, female development, fathers, trauma, and 
psycho-history.  Bilingual (Spanish) private practice in Queens and Manhattan. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES – After attending the presentation, 
participants will be able to 

• Identify the role of the preoedipal father in the 
child’s attachment and separation process of 
development. 

• Describe the transference that leads to the 
person’s personality integration. 


